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Author Fair and BBQ!
Tuesday, July 8th

Unitarian Universalist Social Hall
2201 Lawton St. in SLO
BBQ Starts at 6:00 pm

! In celebration of summer, 
NightWriters is doing something 
a little different. Tom Snow will 
be BBQ-ing some wonderful 
goodies for us all to share. The 
eating begins at 6:00 pm. Come 
early and have dinner with your 
NightWriter compadres. It’s a 
delicious way to socialize and 
network.
! Our July program begins at 6:30 pm with Jason 
Matthews. He will present instruction on how to set up an 
Author’s page on Amazon. This is must-have information 
for all published authors, and those who are considering 
publishing in the future. Amazon is fast becoming the 
place to go to find both books and authors. Come learn 
how to get in on the excitement, and get your name out 
there!
! Following Jason’s presentation, a select group of 
published NightWriter members will pitch their work. 
This is a great way to learn about the all-important 
concept of pitching, and see the various ways it can be 
done. Among the pitches will be both books and blogs.
! Members are invited to bring their books to display 
for other members and guests to check out. Bloggers are 
encouraged to bring an 8.5” x 11” screen shot of their 
home page to display, along with any business cards you 
may have.
! Don’t miss this great opportunity to gobble up 
some great BBQ, learn about Amazon author pages and 
pitching, and check out the fantastic array of talent to be 
had here at SLO NightWriters.
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Dennis Eamon Young

President’s Message: 
Thinking First
in Wide Angle

! ! I look at a scene I am about to photograph or draw in the 
same way that I look at a story I am about to write. I step back to 
encompass the whole scene, to study how all the parts fit in the total 
composition. I need to understand how my final rendition will be 
affected if I crop out a piece of the original scene. The same holds true in 

a story. I may not need or want to describe every character in minute detail, but I need to 
know what all those details of character and background are, so the reader can feel a 
wholeness and sense of reality to the character and his or her motivations.
! In our real daily existence, we might hear the end of a story, the pronouncement of 
some person or agency, perhaps even an opinion from a trusted source. Are we ready to 
blithely accept that judgment or call to action without further study or time to understand the 
complete context involved? Is it in our character to leap to a conclusion or simply accept that 
which we are told? For some, the answer is yes. Others will not budge until they are given the 
wider scope first, in order to form a proper response. Our written characters must move by 
the same workings, so they may come to breathe a sense of reality.
! We live our lives within the cramped context of our own needs to begin with. From 
there we move in the flow of our family, friends, neighbors, religious or civic groups, political 
parties and our country. At times we may be manipulated into heedless action by those with 
ulterior motives, through the agencies of fear, calls to loyalty or the blindness of bigotry. We 
may be induced to act in ways that are contrary to our own wellbeing, rather than stop to 
understand whether all the pieces fit a coherent whole. If this is the case in a story, our reader 
must connect with the human frailty that allows such things.
! It has been postulated that art imitates life. It has also been postulated that life imitates 
art, which imitates life. In our current civilization, one has to wonder if we are caught in a 
loop of repetition. Are we so caught up in the finer details of the scenario which we ourselves 
have created that we cannot and will not step back to take the wider view, even if continuance 
spells our eventual doom? This sounds like a story in search of a re-write to me.
! We writers are told to write about what we know, but writers, artists, photographers, 
cinematographers, musicians, dancers and all others in the arts exist in a continual flux of 
inspirational existence. Our inner lives seem to be fixed upon teasing threads of a different 
reality from that in which we find ourselves enmeshed. Our very constant is a need to reshape 
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what we know into a different, sometimes grander version. It is always up to us to think in 
the wide angle first and write our lives anew. 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Excelsior,
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Dennis

Fellow Writers!
! Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?
! Getting married or having a baby?
! Suffering from the loss of a loved one?
Email me at jandkvolkov@att.net and I’ll send them a 
card from their SLO NightWriters family.
        Kalila

We Need Your Comments!
! Be sure to check out our Blog for information, insights, encouragement, connections, 
etc.  You’ll find writing prompts, ideas, encouragements and lots more. Feel free to leave a 
comment on any of our posts. And join us on Twitter and LinkedIn, too!

Join us on our Blog: www.slonightwriters.com
You can also access the blog from our website: www.slonightwriters.org

! Find us on Facebook and LinkedIn, too! And make sure your bio and book listing is 
up-to-date on our website. As we continue to grow and gain an international reputation, our 
social media presence grows along with us. Make sure you’re connected, so readers can find 
you on our social media sites!

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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Something A Little Different
For NW “Round Tables” in July

Come early for the BBQ, yes, but come even earlier for the highly successful NW 
Round Tables. We have something very special planned for this month, starting at 5:15 
pm. Bring something to snack on, something to drink, but remember—dinner will be 
served starting at 6:00 pm.

Our Critique Table, staffed by experienced writer/critiquer, Terry Sanville, will 
again offer you the opportunity to garner constructive feedback. Bring two copies of 
your work, one to read from and one for Terry. Observers are also welcome. If you’ve 
never attended a critique session before, this is a good time to come to watch, listen and 
learn. 

At the other Round Table, Author/Editor/Writing Instructor Susan Tuttle will 
present a Writing Table focused on “Crafting Unforgettable Settings.” For writers of all 
levels, this table will discuss the techniques that will make your settings come alive. In 
this interactive presentation, complete with a writing exercise from the “What If” 
Writing Group classes, you will learn to look at your settings in an entirely new way. 
Come discover how to make your settings as integral a part of your stories as those of 
Dana Stabenow and Sue Henry in their Alaska mysteries.

Have You Ordered Yours Yet?
! Copies of SLO NightWriters’ first anthology, The Best of SLO 
NightWriters in Tolosa Press (2009-2013), are available at the discounted 
price of $10.00 each on pre-order only. Once they arrive they will sell for 
$14.95.
! To order yours, email Judythe Guarnera (or catch her at Tuesday’s 
meeting) and let her know how many copies you would like. Payment can 
be made when you pick up the order at an upcoming NightWriters monthly 
meeting.

j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

“Always be a first-rate version of yourself, instead of a second-rate version of somebody 
else.”! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Judy Garland

mailto:j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net
mailto:j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net
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KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS...
! Paul Alan Fahey announces the release of his latest novella, A 
Deadly Game of Malice. In the spring of 1942, Caroline Graham is six 
months pregnant, overweight, irritable, and most decidedly bored with her 
"delicate" condition. She hates being tied down and resents her husband 
Cyril and her cousin Edward for being off on assignment and having fun 
while she's confined to the village. Her good friend and confidant Leslie 
Atwater does his best to boost her spirits but fails miserably. What Caroline 
needs is a problem to solve, "something juicy" to challenge her mind. And, 
of course, that's exactly what she gets. 
! First there's a rash of poison pen letters circulating in the village. 
Librarian Elspeth Hunter receives a letter, and is the first to die, presumably 
by her own hand. Other deaths follow. Are the sudden deaths connected to 
the letters? As weeks pass and the bodies mount, Caroline and Leslie 
discover a pattern that suggests something more sinister is at work. With 
Leslie's help, Caroline must use all her cunning and put her life at risk to uncover a cold-blooded 
murderer—a remorseless killer who continues to raise the stakes in a deadly game of malice.
! A Deadly Game of Malice is available as an e-book from Amazon.com: amzn.to/1opTnCX 
Get your copy today!

! Better You, Better Me, by NightWriter Jason Matthews, was written 
after things happened that had a profound impact on him. In it he postulates 
that there’s a better version of you ready to be energized. The ideas in his 
book are easy to add to your life, and they work wonders. 
 You’ll be happier. Your body will be healthier. Your mind will be 
activated, creating the life of your dreams. Success and prosperity are in 
your power. Deeper, more meaningful relationships are there too. You’ll 
surge with gratitude for the abundance life delivers. It’s time to embrace the 
“new you.” 
! Jason’s Kindle e-book is just $3.99 and he hopes it might have the 
same positive influence on others’ lives as it did on his. http://
myBook.to/BetterYou.

! Children’s author Beryl Reichenberg will give a children's class on August 7 at the 
Exploration Station in Grover Beach from 2 to 3. She will read her story Hopping to the Moon and 
talking about what life might be like there. Kids will make and decorate their own Moon book. 
	 Beryl will also be giving a children's class on August 14 from 2 to 3 at the Studio on the Park 
in Paso Robles. There will be more on this class in the August issue of WordSmiths.

http://mybook.to/BetterYou
http://mybook.to/BetterYou
http://mybook.to/BetterYou
http://mybook.to/BetterYou
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Tolosa Press
Call for Submissions

! Many of you are familiar with Tolosa Press newspapers and with the NightWriters 
column that has been published in them regularly for the past five years under the capable 
hands of Judythe Guarnera. Many of you also know that Judythe is currently working on 
publishing the first ever SLO NightWriters Anthology, "The Best of SLO NightWriters in 
Tolosa Press, 2009-2013." (Many of you are featured in the anthology!) But for those of you 
who are new to our group, or just appreciate a refresher, let me tell you a little bit about Tolosa 
Press and let me start by citing their website. 
! “We are proud to publish three community newspapers in San Luis Obispo county: 
The SLO City News, The Coast News and The Bay News. We are committed to a 100 percent 
community focus, serving our cities by providing fiercely local news and feature stories about 
the area's people, events, schools, businesses, sports and local government. Tolosa Press is 
where you will see your neighbors, your friends and family: The residents of San Luis Obispo 
County have deep roots in the community, and this is the paper where they will see their life 
and events around them. Our goal is to be the papers that are integrated into the hearts and 
minds of the residents of the cities we serve.”
! Tolosa Press prints 30,000 copies that are distributed in more than 600 racks/locations 
in the county, and is also found online. Tolosa's editors are looking for short stories, creative 
nonfiction (that reads like fiction) and essays with human interest that would complement the 
content of their newspapers. Senior living, real estate, home and garden, and the community 
living are frequent themes. In June, Mike Price's humorous autobiographical story, “Denial,” 
that talked about the dread of gray hair was published in all three of the Tolosa Press papers 
in their Young at Heart section.
! If you have a story that fits the bill, either on paper or in your head, please take a look 
at the publishing guidelines and then submit! Your submission will be forwarded to the 
editorial committee and based on their input either forwarded to Tolosa's editor, or returned 
to you with a request for edits. You will be notified about the steps of the process via e-mail. 
You will receive a constructive feedback from your friendly peers and an opportunity to be 
published in local press. What do you have to lose?
! If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
chmelik.andrea@gmail.com.
! Happy writing!
! Andrea Chmelik

mailto:chmelik.andrea@gmail.com
mailto:chmelik.andrea@gmail.com
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Anita E. Hunt
Critique Group Chair

“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Anita Hunt, Critique 
Group Coordinator, hunt6465@charter.net.  We’ll print your specific request 
in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 
members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this 
information to find a match for your needs, make contacts, or to start a new 
group or critique partnership. Contact Anita for assistance if needed. And, if 
you form a group, please let Anita know so she can list it on the website. She 
can also showcase the group’s talent in the newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are 
available on the website at www.slonightwriters.org.
! ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive 
to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these 
associations, we hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

Critique Group Requests:
Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique group, or 
1:1 electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City location. Contact 
Katie at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com.

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or 
VARIED GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is SLO 
City area.
Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  
Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.
Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Continued Next Page

mailto:hunt6465@charter.net
mailto:hunt6465@charter.net
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
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Critique Group Connections, Continued

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.
Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.
Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.
Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Bill Bloom is seeking co-author/editor arrangements for two projects—one, an autobiography; the 
other, a book about Albert Einstein’s wife. Any fee for service to be arranged between author and 
editor. 
Contact Bill at 543-1910 or by email: clb4u2c@charter.net

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 
ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  
Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  
Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 
FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  
Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

“If you are always trying to be normal, you will never know how amazing you 
can be.”! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Maya Angelou

mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:clb4u2c@charter.net
mailto:clb4u2c@charter.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:fangio@charter.net
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Quote 
of the Month

When I’m writing a novel, I’m 
dealing with a double life. I live in the 
present at the same time that I live in 
the past with my characters. It is this 
that makes a novelist so eccentric and 
unpleasant." 
! !       ~J.P. Marquand 

Word of the Month
“Bumptious”

Definition: (Adj) crudely or loudly assertive; 
offensively self-assertive

Synonyms: pushy, cocky, forward, arrogant, 
brash, swaggering, conceited, boastful

Usage: It was hard to understand why she 
was so attracted to such a bumptious young 
man.

Talent (and Courtesy) Will Out
! One of our newest—and at age 14 our youngest—
members, Becca Schwind, submitted a 6-word story to Editor 
Penny Dreadful at Haunted Waters Press for their summer 
edition. She received a lovely rejection letter that stated: “I have 
had a chat with Editor Susan Warren Utley. We are both quite 
disappointed that your age excludes you from the opportunity 
of publication in From the Depths. While some of your stories 
need a bit of work in order to be considered a complete story, 
the one [of them] escaped the wrath of my ever feared red pen.  
In this story, you demonstrate an understanding of the true 
nature of micro fiction wherein each carefully selected word 
contributes to the bigger picture created in the reader’s mind. 
Well done! Again, thank you for sharing your lovely bits! I wish you luck in your writing 
endeavors.”
! Becca immediately fired off a thank you letter to Penny, stating her pleasure in the 
feedback she received. This inspired Ms. Dreadful to confer with the managing editor, Susan 
Warren Utley, wherein they adjusted the rules to allow Becca’s 6-word story to appear in the 
summer issue, titled “Objects of Our Desire.” Check our her story at: 
www.hauntedwaterspress.com.
! Anna Unkovich, another NightWriter member, also has a 6-word story in the same 
issue, beside Becca. Congratulations to both of these wonderful writers!

Anna Unkovich and Becca Schwind

http://www.hauntedwaterspress.com
http://www.hauntedwaterspress.com
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SLO NW e✑Line Edit Exchange
! Can’t find a critique group? Don’t have time for meetings? Have specific needs for 
feedback on your work? Our Electronic Peer Review Line Edit Exchange is perfect for out-
of-town members, or those with restricted time schedules. 
! All E-Exchange Partners are SLO NW members.

• Exchange views with other writers 
• No fees charged, no credit expected or required.
• Participants contact each other, set their own rules and time frames.
• Use your own style of editing/commenting.
• If you don’t find value in the feedback, try someone else on the list.  

! To be added, contact Anita Hunt (hunt6465@charter.net) with: Your Name, Email, Genre (if 
you desire a specific one), Skill Level (if you require a specific level). She will add you to the list. 
Then you can reach out on a one-to-one basis and find the right writing partner for you.

The Single Most Important Action Item 
for Indie Authors

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! by Carla King
! "What do self-publishers need to know most?" I was asked by a 
journalist in an interview. 
! "Buy your own ISBN numbers!" I replied.
! You can buy a set of 10 for $250. You may not need 10, but one costs 
$150 and you need at least three: one for PDF (print), one for MOBI 
(Kindle) and one for EPUB (all other ebooks). You might also need one for 
your audio book and another for your multimedia edition. 
! With your own ISBN you can change services as you wish. If you 
have your own ISBNs you will not be sucked into purchasing a publishing 
package from one of the many services run by companies like the notoriously unscrupulous 
Author Solutions, because they do not allow you to apply you own ISBN number to a book they 
produce for you. If you cannot apply your own ISBN, your book is essentially trapped with the 
company that owns it. 
! So that's my reminder to you, today. Please buy your own ISBNs from Bowker. It's the 
single most important action item for you to do in order to remain an independent author. 
	 Buy your ISBNs from Bowker here: www.myidentifiers.com 
! Carla’s Indie Book School and Self-Pub Boot Camp: www.indiebookschool.com!

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
http://www.myidentifiers.com
http://www.myidentifiers.com
http://www.indiebookschool.com
http://www.indiebookschool.com


NW  WORDSMITHS     JULY 2014

Page 11

we are doing. But the survey only goes out once a year and it is quite 
long. For some it might be overwhelming. 
! That is where I come into the picture. I am here to listen to you 
and to forward your feedback, ideas, concerns and suggestions to the 
board, any time of the year. You tell me what you like or don't like, 
and I present it to the board at our monthly meeting. I keep your 
identity anonymous (unless you wish otherwise) and I make sure the 
board stays unbiased and open-minded. 
! Before I let you go, let me tell you one more thing about my 
fellow board members. They care about the SLO NightWriters a 
whole lot. They are passionate not only about the written word, but 
about what they can do to make you, our members, happy. They do 
this in their spare time, with no other reward than the feeling of 
accomplishment and gratitude. They don't always agree on 
everything and they often must compromise. But in the end, they do 

Member-At-Large Connection
! It crossed my mind recently that maybe it wouldn't hurt to reintroduce myself. Not so 
much as a person, more as a function. I am the Member-at-Large, which isn’t exactly a self-
explanatory title, if you ask me. Shortly after I started in this position I got pregnant and 
every month at the board meeting we joked that I was a “Member-at-Larger”. But since that’s 
no longer the case, and because we continue to gain new members, I believe this is a good 
time to remind all of you why I am here.
! Our mission at the SLO NightWriters is to advance quality writing, promote 
publication, and expand author recognition in a forum that nurtures a spirit of community for 
all its members. We want to support each other in all aspects of writing: encouragement, 
sharing of resources, and celebration of success. 
! Some of our members are beginning writers, others are multi-published. We do our 
best to serve them all. We know that as an organization we need to keep evolving, because no 
one has ever moved forward by standing still. I have been with the NightWriters for two 
years. In those two years, a lot has happened. Board members changed. Our monthly meeting 
venue changed. I have been to many board meetings and have witnessed ideas flying around, 
some sparking a mild interest, some lighting a fire, but all of them thrown in there with the 
goal of improving our members' experience. 
! Once a year, we conduct a survey in which we ask you a lot of questions. Based on the 
responses we receive, we adjust our course. Your feedback is very important to us. The 
information collected via survey is crucial to us – it keeps us on track and it lets us know how 

Andrea Chmelik
Member-at-Large
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The July NW Online Book Club Selection

what they believe is the best for all. Which is why hearing from you is so important and 
helpful to us. So please don't hesitate, and feel free to contact me at 
chmelik.andrea@gmail.com.

 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Yours, Andrea Chmelik!
         ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  chmelik.andrea@gmail.com

! In July, we will be reading Don Maruska's Take 
Charge of Your Talent: Three Keys to Thriving in Your 
Career, Organization, and Life. 
! As a founder and CEO of three Silicon Valley 
companies, venture investor, and recipient of the National 
Innovators Award, Don writes and speaks from a broad 
base of experience. His lifelong passions for creativity, 
translating innovative ideas into practical applications, 
and bringing out the best in others stimulate his work. His 
books, keynote speeches, and workshops guide audiences 
to fulfill their hopes in powerful, practical, and profitable 
ways. 
! Take Charge of Your Talent details three keys to 

develop and enjoy your abilities. You’ll discover new ways to identify your 
aspirations and opportunities, power past obstacles, and translate your intentions 
into results. Finally, you’ll create a personal brand with enduring career assets 
that will multiply the payoffs for yourself and your organization.
! Don Maruska will be a speaker at the Central Coast Writers Conference in 
San Luis Obispo, September 19-20. The NightWriters was honored to have Don 
speak at one of the monthly general meetings.

“I see only one rule; to be clear. If I am not clear, then my entire world crumbles 
into nothing.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Stendhal

mailto:chmelik.andrea@gmail.com
mailto:chmelik.andrea@gmail.com
mailto:chmelik.andrea@gmail.com
mailto:chmelik.andrea@gmail.com
http://donmaruska.com/cm/Home.html
http://donmaruska.com/cm/Home.html
http://www.amazon.com/Take-Charge-Your-Talent-Organization-ebook/dp/B00AKLMTH6/ref=sr_1_1_title_1_kin?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403502982&sr=1-1&keywords=take+charge+of+your+talent
http://www.amazon.com/Take-Charge-Your-Talent-Organization-ebook/dp/B00AKLMTH6/ref=sr_1_1_title_1_kin?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403502982&sr=1-1&keywords=take+charge+of+your+talent
http://www.amazon.com/Take-Charge-Your-Talent-Organization-ebook/dp/B00AKLMTH6/ref=sr_1_1_title_1_kin?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403502982&sr=1-1&keywords=take+charge+of+your+talent
http://www.amazon.com/Take-Charge-Your-Talent-Organization-ebook/dp/B00AKLMTH6/ref=sr_1_1_title_1_kin?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403502982&sr=1-1&keywords=take+charge+of+your+talent
http://www.amazon.com/Take-Charge-Your-Talent-Organization-ebook/dp/B00AKLMTH6/ref=sr_1_1_title_1_kin?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403502982&sr=1-1&keywords=take+charge+of+your+talent
http://www.amazon.com/Take-Charge-Your-Talent-Organization-ebook/dp/B00AKLMTH6/ref=sr_1_1_title_1_kin?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403502982&sr=1-1&keywords=take+charge+of+your+talent
http://www.takechargeofyourtalent.com/
http://www.takechargeofyourtalent.com/
http://www.cuesta.edu/communityprograms/writers-conference/
http://www.cuesta.edu/communityprograms/writers-conference/


NW  WORDSMITHS     JULY 2014

Page 13

Review: June Advice Meeting
The meeting started out with two round-table discussions from 

5:15 to 6:15, a critique table, and a Google Plus presentation by Jason 
Matthews.

I attended the critique table officiated by Susan Tuttle and Terry 
Sanville. Susan let us know that memoirs are now part of the creative 
non-fiction genre and need to follow the same basic guidelines as are 
followed by fiction storytellers. All stories need a strong plot thread to 
pull us through. Terry emphasized the importance of limiting “off 
ramps” in our memoirs—recollections from our past that may be 

precious to us but do not further the 
direction of the main story line. In old-style 
writing as much background information 
as possible was given up front while in 
new-style writing only enough information 
is given initially to make the reader feel 
grounded.

The general meeting began at 6:30. 
Lottery winner Christie Withers read an 
excerpt from her memoir about an 
adventure in Alaska. Christie had planned 
to join her boyfriend up there but he left 
the day she arrived. Christie stayed 

anyway. What a timeless story. I wanted to hear 
more.  She incorporated a quote from the movie 
Lunchbox: "Sometimes even the wrong train can 
take you to the right destination." 

Our special guest was Anne Allen who 
challenged bad writing advice that new writers 
should ignore.

Bad Writing Advice One: You are not a writer 
if you write as a hobby. Challenge: Never feel less 
than others. You read as a hobby, so it’s fine to write 
as one too.

Bad Writing Advice Two: Self-publishing is 
vanity publishing. Challenge: Vanity publishing 

By Jan Alarcon

Anne R. Allen, Social Media Guru

Anne drew a full house and kept us spellbound
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does not make a profit for the author; the book 
price is set so high they will not sell.  You set 
your own price when you self-publish. 

Bad Writing Advice Three: You are doing 
your writing wrong. Challenge: As Somerset 
Maugham said, “There are three rules for 
writing a novel. Unfortunately, no one knows 
what they are.”

Bad Writing Advice Four: Start with 
writing the most popular genre fiction. 
Challenge:  Don’t write to a trend; instead write 
what you love. You may start the next trend, 
and this trend is going to be gone by the time 
your books are finished anyway.  

Bad Writing Advice Five: Social Media is 
intimidating. Challenge: Just connect in ways 
that will be helpful to you. You don’t have to do 
it all. Connect only with those people that 
might be potential readers. Your blog can be a 
slow one with entries only every week or so. 

Make comments on bigger blogs to get your 
blog known.

Bad Writing Advice Six:  Get feedback 
by writing query letters. Challenge: Get your 
feedback much earlier on from joining a 
critique group.

Bad Writing Advice Seven: Just finish 
the book, throw it on Amazon and let the 
customer tell you what’s wrong with it. 
Challenge: A one-star on Amazon just tells you 
that someone out there is having a bad day.

Bad Writing Advice Eight: Don’t waste 
your time writing short fiction. Challenge: 
Short stories are the new trend and can make 
you money. Getting your short story published 
in an anthology is a great way to break into the 
business.

Bad Writing Advice Nine: Land a 
publishing contract and you can quit your day 

Anne’s fabulous array of books

Anita led us in a “Thread” 
writing exercise



NW  WORDSMITHS     JULY 2014

Page 15

job. Challenge: Consider yourself lucky if your 
contract earns you $1,000.00 the first year.

Bad Writing Advice Ten: You can launch a 
career with one book. Challenge: Traditional 
publishers often want a book series.  They are going to 
ask you, “What else have you got?”

Bad Writing Advice Eleven: If you have talent, 
spelling and grammar do not matter. Challenge:  An 
editor cannot fix everything. Find a beta reader to 
correct what your eye cannot see. (You are the alpha 
reader.)

Bad Writing Advice Twelve: If you 
don’t copyright your manuscript, someone 
will steal your plot. Challenge: Your story is 
copyrighted the second it is on your hard 
drive. Besides, all the plots are already known, 
what matters is your unique voice which no 
one else can replicate.

Anne Allen is the co-author of How To 
Be a Writer in the E-Age: A Self-Help Guide.

After the break we did a “thread” 
writing assignment using lines from the song 
“Summertime.” Several of us read our 
exercises out loud. I was once again impressed 

by the talent and diversity of our group. Susan Tuttle 
even sang portions of her entry. I assessed her singing to 
be pitch perfect—and that’s coming from an opera 
buff.! ! ! !
! Until Next Month, 

 Jan Alarcon
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Courting the Muse (and other eccentriciries)
! From mentalfloss.com, here are what some truly great writers did to court their muse:
1. John Cheever: Woke up, put on a suit and went to work—in his building’s basement 

where he stripped to his underwear and wrote.
2. Gertrude Stein: Lounged in the passenger seat of her Model-T Ford, writing, while partner 

Alice Toklas drove around doing errands.
3. Virginia Woolf: Used a standing desk before it was cool, and wrote in purple ink.
4. Sir Walter Scott: penned most of the poem Marmion in his head while riding a horse.
5. James Joyce: Liked writing in bed while on his stomach. As his eyesight worsened, he 

wrote on cardboard with colored crayons.
6. Friedrich Schiller: Wrote late at night, so he dipped his feet in ice-cold water to stay 

awake. And he stowed rotten apples in his desk drawer. The smell motivated him.
7. Demosthenes: The Greek orator shaved half his head because it made him stay inside and 

write.
8. John Milton: Started his day at 4:00 am and spent the first hour thinking in solitude. Then 

an aid read him the Bible for a half hour, afterward writing down whatever Milton said.
9. Honore de Balzac: Woke at 1:00 am, wrote for 7 hours, took a nap at 8:00 am, woke at 9:30 

am and wrote until 4:00 pm. He’d take a walk, visit friends, then go to bed at 6:00 pm. To 
fuel it all,  he’d drink upwards of 50 cups of coffee a day.

10. Franz Kafka: Exercised in front of the window, naked, to keep his mind fresh.
11. Benjamin Franklin: Took “air baths,” writing his essays and letters in a cold room while 

nude.
12. Agatha Christie: Wrote in the bathtub.
13. James Whitcomb Riley: Wrote naked so he wouldn’t be tempted to walk to the bar.
14. Victor Hugo: Removed all his clothes when he was distracted, so he was totally alone 

with pen and paper.
15. D.H. Lawrence: Would climb mulberry trees in his birthday suit as a writing warm-up.
16. Oscar Wilde: Did whatever he wanted, despite living in Victorian England. He once 

walked down the street with a lobster on a leash.
17. Yukio Mishima: the 3-time Nobel Prize nominee founded an emperor-worshipping cult 

for teenage boys.
18. Lord Byron: Was an eccentric amateur zookeeper. He kept a bear in his school dorm 

room, took it for walks around campus and tried to get it a fellowship. In later years he 
kept 8 dogs, 3 monkeys, 5 cats, some peacocks, crows and falcons inside his house.

19.Alexander Dumas: all his literary output was color-coded: blue paper for fiction, pink for 
articles, yellow for poetry.

! So, NightWriters, how do you court the muse? (email me: aim2write@yahoo.com)
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Spotlight On... Megan Just

! This month’s spotlight is shining on new member Megan 
Just.  

NW: “Who are you?”
MJ: I am Megan Just. I’m catastrophe-prone, controlled by 

my sweet tooth, and always on a quest for a 25th hour in the 
day, which I would use for writing.

NW: “Who is your greatest inspiration?”
MJ: I’m always inspired by change-makers: people who 

have a great vision and are able to translate that into a tangible 
benefit to our society or planet.

NW: “Do you have a blog?”
MJ: I recently started an informal blog at www.meganjust.com. I only plan to post 

there occasionally, though. I try to “microblog” daily on Twitter. My handle is 
@meganjust.  

NW: “What is your favorite book, movie, or play?”
MJ: Of course, I can’t name just one, so here are a few of my favorite books: “Age of 

Innocence” by Edith Wharton; “Scorpio Races,” by Maggie Steifvater; “Lola and the Boy 
Next Door” by Stephanie Perkins; and “Caleb’s Crossing” by Geraldine Brooks.

NW: “What genre do you like to write?”
MJ: I write in the New Adult genre. The genre is for eighteen to twenty-six-year-old 

readers and was created to fill the gap between Young Adult books and Women’s Fiction. 
Like most of the books in the New Adult genre, my books have contemporary settings 
and romantic elements. 

NW: “Do you have a day job?”
MJ: Yes, I have a day job. Perhaps someday my day job will be writing novels, but 

until then I embrace writing-related tasks at work and love when I have the chance to 
edit documents.

Megan Just

http://www.meganjust.com
http://www.meganjust.com
http://www.twitter.com/meganjust
http://www.twitter.com/meganjust
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NW: “How does your family support you in your writing?”
MJ: My husband watches my toddler daughter whenever I have writing deadlines.

NW: “How does NightWriters help you?”
MJ: I just moved to San Luis Obispo County, so I’m new to Nightwriters. The three 

meetings I’ve been to so far have had excellent speakers and I’ve taken away lots of 
relevant notes to improve my writing and marketing.  I also enjoy being in one of the 
new Nightwriters critique groups in the south county.

NW: “How do you handle rejection letters?”
MJ: Not well! It only took five rejection letters from literary 

agents on my first manuscript for me to quit the process and 
write a new book. I’m determined to send seventy-five query 
letters on my current manuscript before I quit pitching. 

NW: “Tell us something surprising about yourself.”
MJ: I was commissioned as a Navy officer the same day I 

graduated college. I served for five years after that.

NW: “Besides writing, what are your other hobbies?”
MJ: Between the day job, toddler-wrangling, and writing, 

that doesn’t leave much time! I like to spend my free time 
outside, going to the beach, jogging with the toddler in the 
Bob stroller, and doing family hikes on the weekends.  

NW: Thank you, Megan, for sharing a few things about you. On behalf of NightWriters, 
we welcome you and your family to the beautiful Central Coast.

Mike Price
Spotlight Editor

Mike Price

 “I rather fancy most authors think of a character and then think of what he 
would do. I think of something to be done and then think of the most interesting 
character to do it.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !      ~C. S. Forester
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A Writer’s Process 
! This is the first in a series of interviews of published NightWriter 
members about their writing process. This first column discusses the 
writing of “Sins of the Past” by Susan Tuttle. Enjoy!

The story: When Sabrina Compton comes home to find her 
husband brutally murdered and their beautiful city home torn to shreds, 
she is a lost and broken woman. Her husband was her first and only love, 
her life, her protector, and she struggles to live alone, to complete her 
daily tasks and care for herself while staggering under the burden of her 
crushing grief. Driven by her sorrow to the precipice of insanity, she 
wanders from place to place, haunted by memories as she tries to put her 
life back together again.

Then FBI agent Mitchell Lawson appears on her doorstep and shatters what is left of 
her sanity.  Her husband, it seems, wasn’t the mild-mannered academic he’d claimed to be, 
and the skeletons in her late husband’s closet come out to haunt her, as well.

Soon, Sabrina is faced with the task of not only putting her life back together, but with 
staying alive as well. And she must face the fact that the man she thought was her enemy may 
be the only man who can save her, the only man who can teach her to love again.

Q: How did you come up with the idea for Sins of the Past?  Did the story line come to 
! you first, or the characters?

A: This is hard to answer without giving away some of the plot... so I guess I’ll have to 
say, “Spoiler Alert!” here before I continue. It was the idea that first came to me, after I read an 
article about how no one in the Witness Protection Program has ever been found. I started 
wondering what would happen if someone in the program were found, which lead to why he 
was in the program, who found him, how it could happen, and what impact it might have on 
those around him. It all grew from there, just seemed to populate itself with the characters.

Q: How long did you spend thinking or daydreaming about the story before you began 
to write?
A: I pretty much sat down and started to write when the idea first came to me. Though 

I have the feeling a lot of my stories rumble around in my subconscious for a long time before 
I become consciously aware of them, or before something triggers the idea to rise to the 

by: Elizabeth Roderick
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surface. For all I know, this one could have been worked on by my subconscious for years 
before my reading that article brought it out into the light.

Q: Did you construct an outline for the story?
A: I don’t work from an actual outline, I’m a died-in-the-wool seat-of-the-pantser 

when it comes to writing. I will sketch out scenes and dialogue exchanges as they occur to 
me, especially if they are from further on in the story than I am currently at in the writing (I 
usually start at the beginning and go chronologically to the end). But I generally let the story 
progress as it chooses to, without imposing any of my own direction on it. Lots of “happy 
accidents” happen that way, events, settings and characters I never would think of on my 
own.

Q: Is there anything that happened in the story that surprised you?  Something you 
hadn’t planned?
A: Absolutely. I think the thing that most surprised me (let’s see if I can do this without 

letting any cats out of bags...) was Charlie himself. He ended up being a much more complex 
and interesting person than I first visualized him, and I had no idea until close to the very 
end how many different sides he had to him. The scene in the bank was a total surprise to me. 
Sorry, can’t be any more specific than that without giving too much away.

Another thing that surprised me is that the FBI isn’t in charge of WitSec. It’s common 
knowledge now that the US Marshall Service operates the program, but back when I wrote 
the first draft (at the time it takes place, 1989), few civilians knew that. When I revived the 
manuscript a few years ago, I had to decide whether to update it and make Mitch a US 
Marshall, or keep it in its 1980s decade and figure out a way to explain why an FBI Special 
Agent would be involved in Charlie’s story. I chose the latter because it offered more 
challenge in the writing and plot. Plus today’s technology would change the story too much, 
another reason to keep in in 1989.

Q: Was it difficult for you to put Sabrina through the pain she experienced?
A: Not really. I’m pretty brutal to my fictional characters and I really like it. But that’s 

because it’s all made up, it’s not happening to real people, even as real as they seem to be. I 
can’t watch the news at night, it literally gives me nightmares because that is real. It’s scary 
how awful people can be to each other in real life. But I love to let out all my aggression and 
anger and angst against my characters, on paper. It’s quite a cathartic feeling. I can revel in all 
the “bad” stuff because it’s not real. It’s only pseudo-real. And instead of going to jail, I get 
paid for it!
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Q: How long did it take you to write Sins of the Past?  Were you sad when you were 
done writing it?  Did you miss your characters?
A: Sins took about 7 months to write, then a couple of years going through two critique 

groups. And I had a beta reader go over it, once the layout was finished, for typos, grammar, 
punctuation and any places that were unclear or confusing. So, about 3 years total from 
inception to print. And it was really hard to leave these characters behind, after spending so 
much time with them. The ending usually takes me the longest to write. I keep procrastinating 
on it, because I know our journey together is almost over and that makes me sad, and not 
anxious to finish the last chapter.

Q: What is your editing process?
A: First and foremost, a good critique group. I wouldn’t be the writer I am without 

NightWriters’ critique groups. 
But before I even submit a chapter to the group, I check each one, asking myself the 

following: Do the settings evoke all 5 senses; is each Scene Question adequately answered; are 
the characters’ motivations and desires clear; does the dialogue impart information, reveal 
character, deepen relationships, increase tension, control pacing and/or advance the plot and 
sound normal and natural while doing so; is the tension rising through the chapter and does 
the chapter ending impel readers to read on; is the grammar and punctuation correct, sentence 
lengths varied, words not repeated (unless for a specific effect)? And when I submit, I try to 
put what I want the group to look for at the top of the first page. For example: Is the female 
character’s motivation clear? Is there too much exposition in the description of the inn? Things 
like that.

I usually do at least 3 to 4 drafts before my first submission (though sometimes a 
chapter will come out just right on the first go, with only a little “tweaking” needed), then 
make whatever changes need to be made according to the comments I receive, probably 
another 2 or 3 drafts before I’m satisfied it’s ready for my beta reader.

Q: Did you pitch it to agents before you self-published?
A: Not this one. I have pitched to agents before and not had much luck. But with the 

changes in technology these days, it’s so easy to self-publish and see your work in print faster 
(the only caveat being to make sure it’s really ready for print—don’t rush it). For me, it came 
down to two major considerations. First, it takes anywhere from 3 to 6 years to see your work 
in print from the time you start hunting for an agent. I’m not at an age where waiting is really 
a viable option—I’m not big on posthumous success. : )
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Second, these days, authors have to do the lion’s share of the marketing and promotion 
even if you’re picked up by a major publisher. And if a traditional publisher issues your book, 
you get a very small royalty for each one sold (3-5% on average for a paperback, around 
10-12% for hardcovers). Self- publishing allows the author to get a hefty royalty, up to 70% for 
ebook formats and 50-70% for paperbacks. Since you have to do all that work anyway, why not 
get paid as much as you can? So, getting it out there and a decent royalty were the main 
reasons I chose to start my own publishing imprint, WriterWithin Publications, which will 
issue both my fiction and my books on writing. And probably my Bible Studies once they are 
ready to go.

Q: Did you do a lot of research for this book?
A: There was a fair amount of research for this story, mainly because I had to familiarize 

myself with the coast of South Carolina, where my imaginary barrier island sits. I didn’t know 
much about what the area looked like, what kind of vegetation grew there, etc. I also had to 
research hurricanes—how they grow, move, how destructive each “category” is, etc.—and 
Hurricane Hugo in particular. And as I mentioned before, I had to research the procedure for 
the Witness Protection Program, then devise a credible reason why an FBI agent would be 
involved in it. The Buffalo, NY, portion was easy, since I grew up there. I already had a lifetime 
of “research” under my belt.

Q: What was the hardest part of this book to write?
A: I don’t want to go into spoiler territory so I’ll just say the last scene with Geoff. I 

really struggled with that scene, actually wrote two versions that I scrapped completely before 
finally settling on the one that worked best for the story. I think I liked the first version best 
myself, but I also agreed with my critique group, that though it was a fun scene it wasn’t very 
believable for the story. The second was just weak and watery. But the third time was the 
charm. So I guess it’s true, that your first ideas aren’t always the best ones, at least for the 
needs of the story. And that’s the name of the game, the needs of the story.

Susan Tuttle is a professional editor and award winning author.  Besides Sins of the 
Past, she has written Tangled Webs, a novel of suspense, and Proof of Identity, a paranormal 
suspense novel, all available as both print and ebook on Amazon.com. She is also the author of 
the 6-volume Write It Right: Exercises to Unlock the Writer in Everyone, the first of which is 
available on Amazon as a print book. Individual units are available on Kindle. You can check 
out her blog at: www.SusanTuttleWrites.com, and order a copy of Sins of the Past at http://
www.amazon.com/Sins-Past-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465005  It’s a wonderful book and you 
should read it!

http://www.SusanTuttleWrites.com
http://www.SusanTuttleWrites.com
http://www.amazon.com/Sins-Past-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465005
http://www.amazon.com/Sins-Past-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465005
http://www.amazon.com/Sins-Past-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465005
http://www.amazon.com/Sins-Past-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465005
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Newsletter Submissions “How-To”
! Let your fellow writers know about your successes. It’s easy to submit 
your Kudos to WordSmiths. Simply type it into an email and send it to the 
editor at either: aim2write@yahoo.com or slonightwriters@yahoo.com. If you 
have a new book published, be sure to attach a .jpg of the cover, too. Please 
put “For NW Newsletter” in the subject line for all kudos emails.

! Do you have some interesting tidbit about writing you’d like to share 
with your fellow NightWriters? Have you learned about an essential skill? 
Or do you just have some good advice for other writers? Some valuable 
insight into the writing process? A great writing quote? Here’s your chance 
to help NightWriter members and garner a publishing credit for yourself. 
WordSmiths goes to over 200 people each month.
! Write up your article—anywhere from 300 to 1,500 words—and send 
it to the editor along with a .jpg photo of yourself. (Don’t have a photo? Let 
NW’s official photog know at the next meeting and he’ll take one for you.) 
Fiction, nonfiction, poetry—all genres are welcome. Be sure to put “For NW 
Newsletter” in the subject line. Then sit back and wait to see yourself in 
print!
! Can it be any easier than that?

Speaker Coordinator Needed 
! Would you be willing to be a liaison between NightWriters and our 
speakers at our meetings? We need someone who will make sure our monthly 
speakers have what they need at the meetings: something to eat, drink, 
introductions, audio-video equipment, etc. We would like to have a committee to 
oversee this aspect of our meetings, so there isn’t just one person responsible for 
every meeting. Do you enjoy shmoozing with fellow writers? Can you see the 
value of networking with established authors and writing experts? Would you like 
the “inside scoop” before the meeting starts. If so, contact NW vial email, with 
“Coordinator” in the subject line: slonightwriters@yahoo.com
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GREAT BEGINNINGS
...Information for Beginning Writers (and everyone else too)

9 Ways to Break in With Personal Essays
! ! ! ! ! ! Excerpted from: Brian Klem’s Writers Digest Blog
! ! ! ! ! ! post by author Susan Shapiro
1. Focus from the first word: Every newspaper and journal has a different voice, style, word 

count, raison d’etre. Focus for the specific venue you’re aiming at, instead of doing a vague 
essay you hope will fit a number of places. Ask yourself: Who am I aiming this at?

2. Study the target audience: Know what your target audience wants and give it to them the 
way they need to hear it. Study a number of issues of the magazine that caters to that 
audience, not just one or two.

3. Go for the jugular: Don’t focus on the sweet, the cute, the lightweight topics that have 
already been done. Give them the real meat. Pick your most humiliating moment and what 
you learned from it. The more intensely intimate the subject, the more an editor will notice 
your work. Go darker than you’ve ever gone before.

4. Find a timely hook: Use newsworthy hooks to frame your foibles. Comb the news for timely 
and popular headlines to attach to your own work, the way one writer did with this title: 
“How a Breakup Inspired My Attempt at Breaking Bad.”

5. Be unusual, provocative or controversial: To tackle overdone subjects like alcoholism and 
dreadful dates, you need to find a surprising take or twist, or an unexpected happy ending.

6. Take action: Make sure that the conflict in your essays is resolved by the end. Be sure to 
chronicle your plan to change instead of staying stuck in whatever the situation is.

7. Get feedback: A good critique group, online writing seminar or workshop, or even a 
professional editor is a must to make sure your work is polished and professional before you 
attempt to place it. Take a week or so to let the feedback gel within you, then reread the 
comments again and make whatever changes are necessary.

8. Cover yourself: Craft a concise (think 6 lines) cover letter. Address the editor by name if 
possible (check mastheads, search online or even call the publication and ask). Mention 
something similar the editor wrote or published that you admired. Describe your piece in a 
succinct elevator-type pitch. A line or two of bio and add one link (no more) to any published 
work if you have some. Follow all guidelines exactly as stated. This is not a “one size fits all” 
situation.

9. Let editors edit: If an editor requests a revision, do the work. The editor knows the audience 
better than you do, no matter how much research you’ve done. And after publication, send a 
polite, grateful thank you note, always.

Page 24
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK! 
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Dennis Eamon Young 
Vice-President: * Position Open
Secretary: Carol Schmidt
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle 
Program Director: Jeannie Bruenning 
Contest Committee Chair: Tom Snow
Publicity Director: Randy Ross
Membership Director: Hanje Richards
Critique Group Coordinator: Anita Hunt
Member-At-Large: Andrea Chmelik
Writers’ Workshops Coordinator: Anita Hunt
Tolosa Press Submission Manager: Andrea 
Chmelik
 Welcome Committee: Hanje Richards
Sunshine Chair: Kalila Volkov 
Website Master: Janice Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Lila Bhuta
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle, Elizabeth Roderick
Art Director: Dennis Eamon Young 
Assistant Secretary: Janice Konstantinidis
Board Assistants: Sharyl Heber, Rebecca Waddell
NW Historian: Sharyl Heber

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

      Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings are on the second 
Tuesday of every month, year round. We encourage 
interested visitors to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission is free; 
refreshments are served.
    Next Meeting: July 8th, 6:30 pm, at Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship Social Hall, 2201 Lawton Avenue, 
San Luis Obispo. Round Tables start at 5:15 pm.
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org
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      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact Anita Hunt, Critique 
Group Coordinator to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW Newsletter and on the NW 
Web site. hunt6465@charter.net 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com or Anita Hunt Critique Group 
Coordinator (hunt6465@charter.net) with your critique needs and genres and she’ll do her best to assist 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP FORMING
Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet 
can join. Any poet can benefit from input of a 
group, regardless of experience. Call and 
together we can set time and place to meet. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact: ! Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
! ! irenekooi@gmail.com 

‘JUST US’ CHILDREN’S BOOK 
CRITIQUE
Meets in the South County. Critiqued at a fast 
pace, in a process where members critique each 
other’s writing electronically, followed by a face-
to-face meeting twice a month. Meetings are 
held 1st and 3rd Saturdays at 10
am. Contact moderator for details and 
directions.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697   
! ! ! liliasinclaire@gmail.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

NORTH COUNTY GROUP
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays from 9:00 
am-12:00 noon (subject to change). Adult and 
children’s fiction and nonfiction. No genre or 
skill level restrictions. Meets in Paso Robles. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lillian Brown, 215-6107
! ! ! lilliofslo@aol.com 

PISMO SATURDAY GROUP
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 
and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 
memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
group meetings. 1500 word limit on 
submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 
location.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator! ! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to publish, 
we’ll help you with ideas to improve your 
writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on the 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 
wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:! ! Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
! ! ! ! Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

What If? Writing Group III (Monday 
Evening Group)

Meets every Monday evening in Los Osos from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm. Not a traditional NightWriter 
critique group. Work is produced in each session, 
then analyzed according to the objective of the 
day’s goal. Based on writing exercises designed 
to jump-start the creative process (gleaned from 
a variety of published authors), these sessions 
take writers through the process of writing 
fiction from inception of idea to the final 
resolution. This group is for all fiction/non-
fiction writers who want to learn the process of 
crafting a well-told story while developing their 
own voice and style. We explore such topics as 
ideas, character, story arc, tone, voice, POV, 
tension, dialogue, resolution, writing mechanics, 
etc. There is a small fee involved for this class to 
cover materials. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS.
Moderator:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

WHAT IF? WRITING GROUP II (Wed. 
pm Group)

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction. 
Meets every Wednesday in Los Osos from 3:00 
pm to 5:00 pm. Not a traditional NightWriter 
critique group. Work is produced in each 
session, then analyzed according to the objective 
of the day’s goal. Based on writing exercises 
designed to jump-start the creative process 
(gleaned from a variety of published authors), 
these sessions take writers through the process 
of writing fiction from inception of idea to the 
final resolution. This group is for all writers who 
want to learn the process of crafting a well-told 
story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 
story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc.  There is a 
small monthly fee involved for this class to 
cover materials. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contacts:! Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

NEW GROUPS FORMING!

ADULT NOVELS
Lili Sinclaire is considering FORMING A NEW 
GROUP for ADULT NOVELS in a process 
where members critique each other’s writing 
electronically, followed by a face- to-face 
meeting.  
Contact:   Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697
   liliasinclaire@gmail.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP
New group began Meeting on May 1. All levels 
and genres: short stories, novels, poetry, 
memoir. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
each meeting; 1,500 word limit on submissions. 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
9:00-11:00 am in Pismo Beach. 
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome. Contact 
moderator for location.
Moderator! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com
LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. Charlie 
Perryess and Lorie Brallier share hosting 
responsibilities, running a tight ship so that 
everyone can read. No cross talk permitted. At 
the beginning and at our break we socialize. 
We’re all serious but fun-loving. Presently the 
writing covers several genres: YA novels; short 
stories; short stories woven into a novel; 
fantasy; humorous mystery novel; political 
satire novel; and personal essays. We write just 
about everything except poetry.   CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS but 
guests are welcome.  It may happen that space 
could be made for a compatible writer. 
Moderators:!        Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
! ! ! Lorie Brallier, 528-8845

LONG STORY SHORT
Flash Fiction/Nonfiction only meets the 2nd & 
4th Fridays every month, from 10 am to 12 
noon in Arroyo Grande.  Bring paper and 
pencil, or your laptop if you are so inclined—
flash pieces, 1000 word strict maximum.

CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS – call or email Diane to be placed on 
a waiting list.
Moderator:! Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
! ! mdcomposes@yahoo.com
 
NOVEL IDEA

Meets twice monthly on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays in San Luis Obispo, dealing with 
book-length works. The group is fully committed 
to helping one another craft material in the 
chosen genres with helpful critiques and 
encouragement. Marketing techniques are part of 
the on-going exchange. We are currently full but 
welcome one-time guests to observe how our 
group functions in the hope of encouraging 
establishment of new groups. CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:!! Barbara Wolcott, 543-5240       
                                        

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am to 
noon in San Luis. Members bring original work 
to each session and read aloud to the group. The 
group provides constructive suggestions for 
improving the writing and the structure of the 
stories. Prose forms of literature–short stories, 
novels, memoirs, essays, newspaper and 
magazine articles, travel–are this group’s forte. It 
welcomes writers who are serious about 
producing work for publication. Those interested 
in attending or who need more information 
should telephone.   CURRENTLY FULL — NOT 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderators:! Terry Sanville, 541-0492 
                    !! Gloria Pautz,   543-2049
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SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This group 
thrives on variety, writing short stories, articles, 
poetry and novels, all genres from fiction to 
biography and memoirs. Members exchange 
work by email at least one week before the 
meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques 
aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing 
strengths in everything from plot and character 
development to grammar and proper 
manuscript preparation. Intermediate to to 
advanced writers are welcome.  We meet in a 
casual and fun atmosphere and are serious 
about fully developing each member’s writing 
talent, whether for publication or self-
satisfaction. Visitors are always welcome.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS 
Moderator:! ! Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           ! j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

What If? Writing Group I (a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in Grover 
Beach from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 
traditional NightWriter critique group. Work is 
produced in each session, then analyzed 
according to the objective of the day’s goal. 
Based on writing exercises designed to jump-
start the creative process (gleaned from a variety 
of published authors), these sessions take 
writers through the process of writing fiction 
from inception of idea to the final resolution. 
This group is for all fiction/non-fiction writers 
who want to learn the process of crafting a well-
told story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit
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story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc. There is a 
small fee involved for this class to cover 
materials.
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome
Moderator:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com
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